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Items for Discussion

• Junior Cycle Subject Levels-Higher, Ordinary or Common 

• Information on expectations for English, Irish and Maths levels

• Junior Cycle Grading and Leaving Certificate Grading

• CBAs- Classroom Based Assessments for Junior Cycle

• Changing subject level

• Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

• Learning for exams 



Junior Cycle Subject Levels

• Students study all subjects at Common Level in Year 1

• Junior Cycle English, Irish and Maths are studied at either Higher or 
Ordinary Level from Year 2

• All other subjects are studied at Common Level

• English, Irish and Maths classes are split into Higher and Ordinary Level 
for 2nd Year

• All other subject classes will remain the same



Junior Cycle Subject Levels

How and who decides if a student is suited to Higher or Ordinary Level? The 
following is taken into consideration by the student, parent and teacher:

• The student’s overall ability linked to their entrance exams and primary school 
data 

• The results the student has been achieving in class and term tests

• The student’s ability to complete homework to the expected standard

• The student’s understanding in class

• The student’s motivation to achieve

• Attendance 



Junior Cycle Subject Levels

Next Steps:

• Parents will receive a Microsoft Form asking you to choose the level which you 
would like your child to do for English, Irish and Maths

• Teachers will also be asked which level they feel students are suited to

• We will look at test results, abilities, summer exam results 

• If there is a query we will contact you to talk through the options



English at Junior Cycle

Higher Level English for Junior Cycle
• Mandatory study of Shakespearean Drama ( The Merchant of 

Venice 2024-2026)
• More detailed study and analysis of texts and answers required.

Ordinary Level English for Junior Cycle
• Do not have to study Shakespearean Drama



English at Junior Cycle 

Student suitability for Higher Level English
• A student should be achieving 55%-75 % in all tests and at 

least 50 % in the summer exams to be suitable for Higher Level.
• Students are recommended to read frequently to enhance their 

vocabulary which will benefit them in all subjects.
• Students need to be fully participating and engaging with the 

curriculum which may require extra reading and note taking at 
home.

• Attendance critical for CBAs to be completed. CBA1 = Oral 
Presentation. CBA2 = Collection of Texts .

• Substantial difference in written work required by for HL students. 
More analytical and in-depth answers required.



Irish at Junior Cycle

Both levels must complete a Punann / Portfolio as part of CBA1. 
Higher Level Irish for Junior Cycle
• Compulsory study 5 poems, 1 drama, 1 short story, 1 novel – which are 

examined on the paper.
• Writing tasks are more detailed / require more analysis.
• Grammar is examined.

Ordinary Level Irish for Junior Cycle
• Study literature as part of the CBA's but it is not examined on the paper.



Irish at Junior Cycle 

• Students should be achieving upwards of 55% in all tests and 
at least 50 % in the summer exams to be suitable for 
Higher Level.

• Students are recommended to revise daily to build the vocab 
necessary.



Maths at Junior Cycle 
Higher Level Maths for Junior Cycle
• Critical thinking, reasoning and problem solving are crucial skills
• Constant revision of notes and practice required in order to succeed at this 

level.
• Ability to apply skills to problem solving questions required.
• Same topics are covered at HL and OL but higher level go into more detail.

Ordinary Level Maths for Junior Cycle
• Consists of a wide range of topics
• Students to apply themselves at Junior Cycle are more likely to succeed at 

senior cycle OL Maths, which most college courses and apprenticeships 
need.



Maths at Junior Cycle 

Student suitability for Higher Level Maths
• A student should be achieving 60% -

70% in all tests and at least 60% in the 
summer exams to be suitable for Higher 
Level

• Other expectations:
• All homework must be attempted every 

evening and to the required standard.
• Students need to be able to learn 

independently.



Junior Cycle Grading 
• A

Grade Percentage Range 

Distinction 90-100%

Higher Merit 75-89%

Merit 55-74%

Achieved 40-54%

Partially Achieved 20-39%

No Grade/ NG 0-19%



Leaving Certificate Grades and Points 

• A

• There are 25 bonus points for H6 or higher in Maths.

• 6 subjects are counted for Leaving Cert Points 

• Students study 7 subjects

• All subjects are studied at either Higher or Ordinary Level 

(Irish & Maths have a Foundation level also)



Leaving Certificate & Employer Expectations • A

• It is important to understand at Junior Cycle the importance of the 
Leaving Certificate as a pathway to University, Training and 
Employment. 

• Employer expectations are increasing in both soft and hard skills

• Apprenticeship entry requirements now include certain grades in 
Maths e.g. O5 or O3 being asked for entry into Electrician training

• Many new training programmes available including Laboratory 
Apprenticeship- entry requirements 250 Leaving Cert points

• Getting into a good learning routine for Junior Cycle is vital to prepare 
for the Leaving Certificate programme



Junior Cycle Grading Results Graph • A



• A



CBAs Classroom Based Assessments

• Classroom-Based Assessments will provide students with opportunities to 
demonstrate their understanding and skills in a way which would not be 
possible in a formal examination.

• The tasks will cover a broad range of activities including oral 
presentations, written work of different types, practical or designing and 
making activities, artistic performances, scientific experiments, projects 
or other suitable tasks.

• Assessment Task: Worth 10% of final grade in most subjects. This is a 
written assessment that assesses what students have learned, and asks 
about skills that they have developed, from their experience of having 
completed the second CBA.



CBA Calendar





Changing Subject Level

• If a student wants to change from Higher Level to Ordinary Level there is a 
procedure in school that needs to be followed.

• This involves input from the subject teacher, the student, the parent and the 
guidance counsellor. 

• Firstly the student should always talk to the teacher if they are finding 
something difficult.

• Parents can also request to speak with the class teachers to discuss your child’s 
progress. 

• A Change of Level Form can be requested from the Guidance Counsellor. 
• The set time for reviews with senior management and the guidance department 

are post Christmas and Summer exams. 
• The student will only change level if all parties feel it is in the best interest for 

the student to do so. 





Learning for Exams

• A year long process! 

• Continuous checking my knowledge and understanding through looking 
back over work completed, testing myself 

• Keeping a record of topics completed in each subject

• Knowing what I can expect to be on the exam

• Assigning time to each subject to revise and learn

• Using active study techniques to help my learning –reading through the 
study skills booklet again

• Developing a good learning routine



Learning for Exams

How can a Parent/Guardian help with preparing for tests?

• Checking the homework journal

• Asking about each subject-how the student is doing/what they are 
learning in the subject/what can they do to improve their progress in the 
subject

• Planning a revision routine together

• Checking the student’s learning by asking questions from the 
book/homework/doing mini tests together/asking your child to teach you 
a topic

• Encouragement and belief that they can do well



Thank you for listening.
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